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FACT SHEET FOR AUTO SALVAGE YARDS

This fact sheet is provided by the New Mexico Environment Department’s (NMED) Hazardous Waste Bureau (HWB) to provide regulatory guidance for owners and operators of auto salvage yards in New Mexico.

Auto salvage yards are known to generate a variety of both hazardous and non-hazardous waste streams, as a result of the vehicles that are stored in their yard and the dismantling and crushing activities of these vehicles. Wastes may include, but are not limited to spent solvents, degreasers, cleaning fluids, thinners, used oils, used brake fluid, used transmission fluid, used antifreeze, used batteries, sump and part washer sludge, tires, aerosol cans, various scrap metal, used diesel and used gasoline. Each yard must determine which of its waste streams are hazardous. This determination can be done by (1) collecting a representative sample of the waste stream and having it analyzed by a laboratory capable of conducting hazardous waste analyses or (2) using knowledge of process. The facility must be aware that if it chooses to use option 2, it has the burden of proving that the knowledge is adequate and HWB inspectors may collect samples of the waste to verify the facility’s determination. Further, if option 1 is used, the results from the laboratory must be kept on site and made available for inspection by HWB inspectors.

Please note, do not combine non-hazardous waste streams with hazardous waste streams. If combined, the waste streams will be classified as hazardous and must be handled and shipped as such.

A common problem found at vehicle salvage yards is the liquids spilled onto the soil during vehicle storage and crushing.

Contaminated soil. Soil contaminated with oils, solvents or other substances should be cleaned up as soon as possible (usually within 24 hours) to avoid possible groundwater contamination and exposure of humans to toxic substances. If a spill occurs on site in any quantity, NMED should be notified within 24 hours. For spills of any substance that may cause harm to humans or the environment, NMED must be notified within 24 hours. The soil should be tested to determine if it is hazardous, unless proof to the contrary is produced. Remember, the burden of proof (whether the soil is hazardous or non-hazardous) falls on the facility. If the contaminated soil is hazardous, it must be handled and disposed of properly.

All vehicles should be drained of fluids and batteries removed upon arrival at the facility. Be sure to store all fluids and batteries properly. Fluid and battery removal is required prior to crushing vehicles. Vehicles must be crushed on a bermed impermeable pad to prevent fluid overflow and avoid soil and water contamination. This will keep contamination of the soil and potential exposure to people at a minimum.

In most cases, the following waste streams should be considered hazardous waste.

Parts washer solvent. Even if the solvent is not hazardous waste prior to being used, once it has been used on engine parts it typically becomes hazardous due to the metals being etched off the parts.

Waste antifreeze. Studies have shown that antifreeze is hazardous waste 50% of the time and toxic 100% of the time to children and pets. It will also kill the good bacteria in sewer treatment plants and septic systems. It should never be poured down the drain or on the ground, but should be stored in closed and labeled drums, on pallets designed to catch and hold spilled or leaking fluids. The hazardous waste determination is dependent on the type of vehicle the antifreeze has been used in, the age of the vehicle and temperature the engine operated at during its life. Keep in mind, that the laboratory cost to prove that the antifreeze is not hazardous is expensive. The best options are to purchase an antifreeze recycling machine, or drum it and have it hauled by a company that specializes in recycling this kind of waste.

Spent solvents, degreasers, cleaning fluids and paint related wastes and thinners. Although the products used to clean and degrease parts may not be hazardous, they typically become hazardous due to metals being etched off the parts. Paint related wastes and thinners also might be hazardous for the same reason, while thinners used to cleanup the paint are typically ignitable.

Aqueous parts washers. These washers use soap and hot water to clean parts. They are used as replacements for the solvent parts washers, which typically produce the largest amount of hazardous waste. They reuse the soap and water many times. When the soap and water become too dirty to use, the water is cooked off leaving a sludge residue. This residue is placed in barrels and disposed of as hazardous waste. The volume of hazardous waste is reduced dramatically when compared to a solvent parts washer.

Used gasoline and diesel. Used gasoline and diesel should be collected in proper containers and handled correctly. Not only could they be ignitable, but they may also contains xylene, toluene and other hazardous constituents.

Used radiators. Typically used radiators should be recycled if they are not repairable, or sold and removed from the premises before repairs are made. If repairs are made on site, the lead/zinc solder, tank sludge and hot corrosion tank contents must be handled as hazardous waste.

The following waste streams may or may not be considered as hazardous. As stated above, it is the responsibility of the facility to make the determination.

Used oils. Typically used oils from engines are not hazardous, unless the block has been cracked and antifreeze is mixed with them. Also, small amounts of oil can seriously contaminate ground water. Place the used oils in containers that are in good condition, closed and clearly labeled. Used oil filters should be removed from the vehicles, drained of their oil for at least 24 hours into the used oil containers and then stored in proper containers. Storage containers should kept on pallets designed to catch and hold spilled or leaking fluids. Used oil can be picked up by one of several companies. A list of companies that pickup used oil and filters is available upon request from the HWB.

Used transmission fluid. Used transmission fluid may or may not be mixed with used oil for pickup. Contact the company used to pickup used oil and ask them if they allow mixing of used oil and transmission fluid. If they don’t, keep them in separate containers. Another company may have to be used to pick transmission fluid up.

Used brake fluid. As with transmission fluid, contact the company used to pickup used oil and ask them if they allow mixing of used brake fluid with used oil.

Used batteries. Used batteries removed from vehicles must be placed upright on pallets, not stacked over two high and must not be leaking. Don’t accumulate large numbers (maximum of two pallets) before having them picked up by a recycler. Note that if they aren’t recycled, they will be classified as hazardous waste for disposal purposes and will have to be handled and shipped as such.

Used rags. Used rags should be placed in closed metal containers and are typically sent out to be laundered. A fact sheet is available upon request from HWB.

Used tires. If the number of used tires stored on site exceeds 200, solid waste regulations must be followed. The Solid Waste Bureau has information needed to stay in compliance. A list of New Mexico tire recyclers available upon request from HWB.

Scrap metal and aerosol cans. First, be sure that all aerosol cans are empty. Typically, empty aerosol cans may be thrown into the trash. Some businesses recycle them along with their scrap metal. Check with some scrap metal recyclers to see who allows them for recycling.

Refrigerants. Refrigerants (R12 and R-134) must be collected using freon recycling machines. The person who operates the recycling machine must be certified.

Wastewater, sludge and other liquid waste discharged on site. No hazardous waste may be discharged down the drain. Regulations pertaining to discharge of waste to septic systems, cesspools or sewer/storm systems are stringent and must be permitted. Runoff from the premises must also be controlled. Information about permits is available from the Surface Water Quality Bureau. Their telephone number is 1-505-827-0187.

Above all else, avoid disposing of any hazardous waste on-site. It is illegal to do so and may subject the facility to significant fines, unless the facility is permitted to operate as a disposal facility.

The Hazardous Waste Bureau wishes to assist the regulated community in complying with all applicable regulations. Please contact the Technical Assistance and Compliance Section of the HWB for further assistance and information. The contact telephone number is 1-505-428-2500 or toll free at

1-866-428-6535. This assistance will provide information to the business owner, free of fines and penalties and with a six-month amnesty from the enforcement section, free of charge.
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